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Girls Basketball Advance
Playoffs Here We Come!

Girls Basketball Team will represent us at district.

  The Lady Bobcats are going into 
the playoffs for the first time in 
a long time. First year coach, Ja-
cob Algeria, said “It’s great for 
the kids, community, and school 
to get back into the playoffs af-
ter 5 years. We’re excited and 
honored to be in this position.” 
   Right now the girls are practic-
ing hard and getting ready to de-
feat McAllen Memorial on Feb-
ruary 13th at the Athletic Center. 
They worked extremely hard to 
get where they are now. With the 
help of their coach pushing them to 
get better, working as a team, they 
learned to play like there is no to-
morrow. The varsity girls are very 
proud of themselves for making it 
this far into the season and hope to 
make it deep into the playoffs. Point 
guard and power forward Destiny 
Hilliary optimistically said,  “I feel 
that we’ve worked really hard for 
this and that great things are ahead 
of us,” as do all Lady Bobcat fans.

Reported by Angelina Coronado

love at first sight cliché, but it is 
beyond beautiful and really gives 
insight into what a person should 
strive for. They met on a blind date 
about twenty- seven years ago and 
the rest is history. Here are some of 
their tips on how to have a strong, 
healthy relationship. Getting past 
the troubles of a relationship is by 
putting your significant before your-
self and to never cuss at each other, 
because this leads to more conflict. 
One should always give the oth-
er the benefit of the doubt, and get 
things over with laughter and humor. 
   The Chipmans are an amaz-
ing couple that have gone through 
an abundant amount of struggles, 
and live passed it. They are liv-
ing proof that true love exists. 
The way Mrs. Chipman describes 

The Chipmans
Reported by Asis Canales

   Have you ever wondered what true 
love looks like? Well, look no more. 
Two of our very own teachers here 
have been married for practically 
26 years! Mr. and Mrs. Chipman’s 
story may not be the most magical 

Mr. Chipman is how you can make 
sure of that. When asked about him, 
Mrs. Chipman said, “I cannot imag-
ine living my life without him.” She 
complimented his kindness and the 
“beauty of his eyes.” Love may be 
arduous, especially in this age, but 
due to the Chipmans montage of 
kind words and beautiful stories 
it has become very difficult not 
to believe in such things as love. 

UPDATE: GIRLS WON!

SCORE 87-65  

NEXT GAME TBA



Valentine’s Day is known to be a 
Catholic holiday. However, there is 
some controversy about where Val-
entine’s Day actually came from. 
The Catholic version is a priest 
named Valentine served during the 
third century in Rome when   Em-
peror Claudius II was in charge. 
Emperor Claudius decided that sol-
diers fought better as single men 
than those with wives and fami-
lies, so he outlawed marriage for 
young men. However, Valentine 
thought this to be unjust so he de-
cided to continue marrying young 
couples in secret. Emperor Claudi-
us soon found out about Valentine’s 
actions and put him to death. His 
execution was carried out on Feb-
ruary 14th. For doing this, Valen-
tine was martyred and Valentine’s 
Day is celebrated to commemorate 
the death anniversary of Valentine.
   It is also believed that the Church 
placed Valentine’s Day in February 
to try and “Christianize” the pagan 
celebration of Lupercalia. Lupercal-
ia was a fertility festival, which took 
place between February 13th and 
15th,  and was dedicated to the Rome 
founders, Romulus and Remus. Lu-
percalia involved sacrificing goats. 
They stripped their skins and dipped 
them in the same goat blood. Af-
terward, they would go around the 
town and whip the women with it 
believing it would help them with 
fertility. Once that was done, all 
the women would put their name 
in an urn. It would the be drawn 
by the men in the town. The man 
and woman would then be partners 
for a year before they got married.   
      Pope Galesius officially declared 
February 14th Valentine’s Day. 

After it was officially declared, 
poet, Geoffrey Chaucer, wrote a 
poem with the reference that Val-
entine’s Day was a day when a col-
lection of birds gathered to choose 
mates.  This resulted in more and 
more poets writing about love 
and its association to Valentines 
Day. With so many love declara-
tions, love poems, and the history 
of Valentine, people started asso-
ciating February 14th with love. 
With more people associating 
Valentine’s Day with love, Hall-
mark produced its first Valen-
tine’s card in 1913. This added 
more to the belief of Valentine’s 
Day being the day of love.

How Couples 
Met

Reported by Gabriela Perez
 I interviewed couples on cam-
pus to see how they met.  
 Roger Mendiola and Jennel 
Saaveara met during their fresh-
man year, in their English class. 
They first started dating around 
April 10th, 2015. They’re about 
to reach the one year mark. 
   Mario Oviedo and Zuleidy Garcia 
met through a friend, Zuleidy said, 
“My best friend Vivian introduced 
me to my baby, and then I started 
calling him mean names.” They 
have been dating since September 
9th, 2016 and were very friendly. 
   Matthew Jaramillo and Gabriela 
Perez met during the middle of their 
freshman year. They first started 
dating on April 18th, 2016. “Before 
I met my girlfriend, I had a major 
crush on her. To start a conversation, 
I made fun of her cute nose. Now 
we’re happily in love,” said Matthew.  
   Valentine’s Day is about be-
ing with the person that makes 
you happy, so surround your-
self with the people you love.

Love Songs
Reported by Justine Estrada

Roger Mendiola and Jennel Saaveara

Mario Ovideo and Zuleidy Garcia

Matthew Jaramillo and Gabriela Perez

   I went around campus and 
asked several students what their 
favorite love song is and why. 
   John Duron said “Puppy Love” 
by This Wild Life because his rela-
tionship relates to the song. Dest-
tiny Castro answered with “Real 
and True” by Miley Cyrus. “It ex-
plains how I can feel for someone,” 
she said. Andrea Moreno said “All 
of Me” by John Legend because 
it’s cute and the admiration is real. 
Adrian Lopez said “Almost Is Nev-
er Enough” by Ariana Grande. “I 
think of a couple whose relation-
ship never seems to go right and 
they explain in the song that now-
adays love isn’t love,” said Adrian. 
Rey Lopez said “Should You Re-
turn” by Copeland because “it rep-
resents more of my love life than 
I’d like to admit. The guy singing 
makes statements of losing some-
one who he loved for a long time.”

Valentine’s Day
History

Reported by Michelle Calderon



Alternative 
Valentine’s Day

Reported by Israel Herrera
   Valentine’s Day is just around the 
corner, and you have yet to find a 
valentine for this year. There’s no 
need to mope around. The following 
are several alternative Valentine’s 
Day “pastimes”. Instead of devoting 
your spare time to a tub of ice cream, 
put your spare time to good use by...
   • Volunteer at a local nursing home 
- Many local nursing homes would 
gladly accept volunteers especial-
ly on Valentine’s Day. Many times 
staff will let you be a “companion” 
to a certain resident. What may seem 
like a simple hour of arts and crafts 
may mean so much more to someone 
who spends their whole day in bed.
   • Visit a family member- Seeing 
that Valentine’s Day is a roman-
tic holiday, it’s easy to overlook 
your grandmothers, aunts, un-
cles, etc. This Valentine’s Day you 
can break through the status quo, 
whilst allowing your family mem-
bers to feel loved and treasured. 
   • Surprise a beloved teacher- As 
told by Brad Henry “A good teacher 
can inspire hope, ignite the imagina-
tion, and instill a love of learning” 
Return the favor by bringing them 
flowers, chocolates, or even a nice 
handwritten letter. They will sure-
ly appreciate  the act of gratitude. 
   • Celebrate with a group of 
friends- Don’t think you’re the only 
person who doesn’t have a valen-
tine this year. Invite your fellow 
“Valentine-less” buddies and cele-
brate friendship and camaraderie.  
   Valentine’s Day isn’t necessari-
ly about romanticism, Valentine’s 
Day is about celebrating love and 
appreciation. If you find yourself 
“Valentine-less” this year be sure 
to allot your time to good use.

 It was difficult to get students to 
open up about their favorite Val-
entines Day movies, so I decided 
to ask the dance team who never 
shy away from anything. There are 
four movies listed, let’s see what 
they thought. One dancer said “The 
Notebook,” because she liked how 
they were meant to be together. 
They were young and couldn’t resist 
being away from each other, but that 
wasn’t the part she mainly loved. It 
may seem kind of harsh, but she 
loved how they died together in the 
end and how Noah didn’t give up 
on Allie when she lost her memory. 
     Another dancer said “Romeo and 
Juliet.” From the first time Romeo 
and Juliet laid eyes on each oth-
er, they instantly fell in love. They 
were enemies but like Juliet said 
“My only love sprung from my only 
hate.” They would do anything to be 
together even if it meant giving up 
their family’s name. Not only does 
she like that movie because of love 
at first sight, but because they died 
for each other in order to be together.
    The third dancer I asked said “The 
Fault In Our Stars.” Hazel and Au-
gustus were basically the same and 
could help each other because of 
their sickness. They didn’t have the 
same illness, but still helped one an-
other and loved each other. “It’s not 
everyday you can find someone who 
loves you for who you are. Go for 
the ones who care,” said the dancer.
    The last dancer I asked said “Ti-
tanic.” The reason was because 
Jack sacrificed his life so Rose can 
have a chance at survival, in which 
she did. Not only did she love that 
part of the movie, but also even 
though they were strangers, Jack

Valentine’s Day 
Movies

Reported by Raelynn Ramirez

convinced Rose not to jump from 
the ship. He saved her life twice 
and that s what she calls true love.
   There are many types of Valen-
tine’s Day movies out there. Every-
one is going to find one that suits 
their interest. So have a night in and 
watch a movie this Valentine’s Day.

   Let’s face it, most of us wait un-
til the last minute to get Valentine’s 
Day gifts. Before you know it, it’s 
February 13, and you’re scrambling 
to find a gift for that special some-
one. Well don’t worry, I’m here to 
help. Here are some quick and easy 
last minute gifts for your Valentine. 
   First is “The Jar of Love.” All 
you need is a mason jar, colorful 
paper, something to write with and 
a ribbon. You want to the paper 
into strips, and write why you love 
that person or why you’re grateful 
for them. When you’re all finished 
writing, fold and put all the notes 
inside the jar, then tie the ribbon 
on the top of the mason jar. Now 
you have a cute “Jar of Love.”
   The next one is moderately sim-
ple. I’m sure everybody knows 
what Spotify is. All you need to do 
is create a playlist of love songs, or 
songs that have meaning in your 
relationship. Once you have put to-
gether a playlist, title it, then send 
the link. You can do this for anyone, 
not just your boyfriend or girlfriend.
   The next gift idea can be done 
two different ways. All you need 
is a picture frame preferably white 
and a Sharpie or Expo marker. First 
you want to replace the generic 
picture with either a personal one, 
patterned paper or a blank one. On 
the glass, you want to write “I love  
you because…” with sharpie, to

Last Minute 
Gifts

Reported by Valerie Rivera



make it permanent, or with a Expo 
marker, so you change it daily.
   Now for the cheesiest one, “ 
Love Coupons.” You can get any 
kind of paper and write “mov-
ie date,” “extra kisses,” or “one 
free hug.” There are never-end-
ing options for this cute gift.
   The gifts you give do not have 
to be expensive. As long as there 
is thought and love put into it. So 
why not make your Valentine some-
thing from the heart  this year? 

   Most people think February is all 
about Valentine’s Day, but it is not. 
There are actually a few different 
holidays during this month. Some of 
which have passed already, but can 
definitely be celebrated next year. 
   These cool holidays include “Don’t 
Cry Over Spilled Milk” Day on Feb-
ruary 11th, “Get A Different Name” 
Day on the February 13th, “Nation-
al Gum Drop” Day on the February 
15th, and “Be Humble” Day on the 
22nd. During these unique holidays, 
you get to be worry free of the lit-
tle things in life, celebrate colorful 
gummy candies, change your name 
for a day and be extra nice to people! 
   There is so much to celebrate 
and do in February, more than 
just buying flowers and choco-
lates for your loved ones. So if 
you don’t have a Valentine this 
month, don’t worry because 
there are other days to celebrate. 
   Adding to the bizarre holiday 
list, you have “National Tortilla” 
Day on the 24th, and “Create A 
Vacuum” Day on February 4th! 
Next year, these exciting holidays 
should really be taken into consid-
eration because February is defi-
nitely not all about Valentine’s Day. 

Bizarre Holidays 
in February

Reported by Miranda Ambriz

Softball Opener
Reported by Alyssa Montes

   Softball has started and the var-
sity roster is out. This year head 
coach, Raymond Castillo, is car-
rying 17 girls on the team- 4 Se-
niors: Faith Gonzales, Melanie 
Kretz, Alyssa Montes (Mississippi 
Valley State University-Division 
I), Amanda Vallejo (Weatherford 
College-Junior College), 5 Juniors: 
Elisha Diaz, Brooke Flores, Ashley 
Medina, Rebekah Ricondo, Victoria 
Rodriguez, 5 Sophomores: Juliette 
Almaraz, Kayla Juarez, Genesis Ro-
driguez, Zoe Solis, Sierra Velasquez, 
3 Freshmen: Skye Estrada, Cait-
lyn Rangel, and Angelina Zuniga.
   The team is off to a great start 
with a record of 3-0. The girls shut-
out Antonian, 10-0. Pitcher Alyssa 
Montes allowed no runs to score 
and also hit a 2-run out of the park 
home run. Sophomore pitcher, Si-
erra Velasquez took down Har-
landale, with a final score of 10-3. 
Caitlyn Rangel had 4 strikeouts in 
the game against Taft with a final 
of score 10-2. The softball team 
is favored to win district this year, 
which will put them in the playoffs 
for the second year in a row. Be sure 
to support your Lady Bobcat Soft-
ball Team this Saturday at the South 
San Softball Complex, they will be 
taking on East Central and Reagan.

Being Single On 
Valentine’s Day

Reported by Jackie Ibarra
   Ah Valentine’s Day, a whole 24 
hours dedicated to celebrating rela-
tionships with flowers, chocolates, 
and Cupid. For far too long, singles 
have been ashamed to say that they 
are spending Valentine’s Day alone 
but why? Valentine’s Day is a day 
dedicated to love and we should have 
no shame to say that we are our own 
Valentine’s. Here are five ways to 
spend Valentine’s Day with the most 
important person out there- you! 
   Watch a movie, specifically a com-
edy. Laughing is known to reduce 
stress, reduce pain, and ultimately 
make you feel better. So if you don’t 
have a partner to make you laugh, at 
least you have Kevin Hart. If Cupid 
isn’t coming to you, become Cupid 
for someone else. Give out Valen-
tine’s cards or spread a little love. 
Making someone else smile can fill 
you with love. Treat ‘yo self! Have 
a spa day, or go shopping. Do this 
and learn how to be happy on your 
own because what better day to start 
than Valentine’s Day? Fall in love…
with something new of course! Try 
something new like yoga, cook-
ing, or writing. Valentine’s Day is 
about love but there are so many 
different ways to express it! EAT 
all the food you can please! Treat 
yourself to dinner at your favor-
ite restaurant or order the biggest 
chocolate sundae you can get!
   On a more serious note, it can 
be tough being alone on Valen-
tine’s Day. Everyone deserves to 
be happy even if you’re not in a 
relationship. Yes, Valentine’s Day 
is about love but you shouldn’t be 
ashamed to love yourself.  Have a 
Happy Valentine’s Day and spread 
love to everyone, even yourself.



Bleed Gold!
Reported by Kylie Reyes

   Working on its fourth year, Future 
Farmers of America is more than 
a club, but an agricultural family. 
Their colors, national blue and corn 
gold, give unity to the organization 
and each member proudly displays 
these colors. The FFA sponsor, 
Mrs. Witherell, started the organi-
zation and related classes such as, 
Principles of Agriculture/ Wildlife 
Management, Small Animal Man-
agement/ Livestock Production, 
and Advanced Animal Science. She 
turned nothing into something and 
created a program that can help stu-
dents who want to pursue a job in the 
agricultural field. FFA’s main focus 
is to get their name known and to 
grow their community of members.

Soccer Updates
Reported by Evelyn Vidrio

   Our school has hardworking 
teams of talented, athletic soccer 
players. Up to date, the girls varsi-
ty team has lost one game since the 
beginning of district. Varsity soc-
cer player Esmeralda Lopez, said 
“Our goal for this soccer season is 
to go to the playoffs and get better 
as a team.” Their last game for the 
season is on March 14th against 
Southwest High School, our rival. 

spread throughout the world. Peo-
ple from everywhere have no shame 
in expressing their opinions, good 
or bad, about him. Recent march-
es have happened where Trump 
posters were burned down, phys-
ical altercations have taken place 
between Trump supporters and 
anti-Trump protesters, and on the 
Inauguration Day, a member of 
the crowd was screaming “No!” 
as Trump was being sworn in. 
   Many news channels have inter-
viewed people taking part in these 
marches. The responses have ranged 
from “he’s going to make this coun-
try great again!” to “we don’t need a 
man like him running this country!” 
People have also taken their opin-
ions onto social media sites with 
the hash tag “#notmypresident.”
   Donald Trump has created a 
growth of political interest among 
young adults and even teenag-
ers. The majority of people have 
an opinion about the Inaugura-
tion, so ask them. Whether you 
agree with their statement or not, it 
doesn’t hurt to try. There’s a possi-
bility you can learn something new.

Inauguration 
Day

Reported by Isaac Lopez
   Every Inauguration Day is an ex-
citing day of historical relevance, es-
pecially for 2017. Former President, 
Barack Obama, stepped down end-
ing his second term and now Donald 
Trump took over Presidency on Jan-
uary 20th 2017. Ever since Donald 
Trump was elected a lot of debates, 
riots, marches, and controversy has 

women of San Antonio felt about 
Donald Trump’s unabashed sex-
ism.”  The students could all agree 
that the march was uplifting and 
brought back hope that the peo-
ple can come together. Enid Ibar-
ra said, “A march for women was 
turned into a march for animal 
rights, environmental awareness, 
racism and many other issues that 
deserve awareness. But still, that 
should not overshadow the impor-
tance of women’s rights.” This is 
something we should be more aware 
of. Equality for everyone. Some 
people did and did not agree with 
the march but we should all focus 
on how powerful we can be united. 

Women’s March
Reported by Melivia Mujica

   Women got the right to vote in 
1920 but that doesn’t spell out 
equality. This is why on January 
21st women, internationally, joined 
to march for their rights. San Anto-
nio held one of the biggest unsched-
uled marches in the United States. 
Several students from our school 
were able to witness this incredible 
union for the women. For the female 
students, the march was a way to 
express their want for equality and 
women’s rights. For the men who 
attended, it was to express popular 
statements on sexism. Nathaniel Ar-
riola, freshman, said his purpose to 
attend the march was to “see how the   

Save the 
Whales!

Reported by Raeanne Ramirez
   Every other Saturday when Jada 
Gonzalez isn’t with Upward Bound, 
her and her sisters protest Sea World. 
Why do they do this? Jada says it all 
started back when her and her sisters 
first watched a Sea World documen-
tary “Blackfish” her freshman year. 
   Jada first decided to boycott 
Sea World her freshman year. But 
during her sophomore year, she 
took action and begun protesting 
in front of Sea World. Jada, along 
with her sisters, do not agree with 
the harm the amusement park is 
putting forth on the animals. They 
hold them in captivity, take them 
away from their families, and 
sometimes even starve the animals 
when they don’t get a trick right. 
   “These animals deserve to be 
free, and in their homes with their 
families just as we do. They feel 
everything, just as we do. They are 
alive, just as we are,” said Jada. 
Next time you see Jada, thank her 
for partaking in these protests that 
help protect our underwater friends!



  On the 6th of January, some classes 
from the science department were 
invited to participate in an event in 
downtown San Antonio Sunset Sta-
tion. The US Army and Ten80 Edu-
cation sponsored the trip. Their goal 
was to encourage students to con-
sider going into the natural sciences 
and technology field when applying 
for college. Other high schools from 
San Antonio were also present. 
   Upon arrival, schools were giv-
en t-shirts and ID’s, then split into 
teams of six. Guest appearances 
made by former/current members 
of the Army included Master Pilot 
Brigadier General Scott Morcomb, 
Project Lead at the Army Game 
Studio Ms. Angela Mitchell, a com-
pany owner, and electronic artist 
DJ Crespo. They shared their ex-
periences of how the Army helped 
them in their respective careers 
and motivated students to con-
sider a STEM profession even if 
they are not currently interested.
   Each team split up and went to one 
of the six activities which included: 
leadership, race engineering, bi-
nary coding, copyrighting, sound 
design, and video game designing. 
Points were awarded to teams based 
on the completion of tasks and cor-
rect responses to questions. After 
completing the activities, every-
one was told to regroup with their 
team at designated locations based 
on shirt color. Then students had to 
give an “elevator speech.” In other 
words, using the skills they learned 
from the activities, groups came up 
with a product and pitched it with-
in a time limit, simulating what 
they would do if they were an as-
piring entrepreneur meeting a CEO 
in an elevator, hence the name.   
 When asked about the trip, 

Ten80 STEMfest
Reported by Ruben Ureno

Lizette Nava said, “It was cold…it 
was cool to see other people there 
and the different perspectives of sci-
ence.” Joe Lopez expressed his lik-
ing for the trip saying “It was a great 
trip.” The event helped him “learn 
some new stuff like the sound waves 
that DJs have to know about.” 
   After experiencing this trip, stu-
dents were left to consider a STEM 
major and the Army to start the 
path for a career in the near future.

Motivation From 
Alfred

Reported by Alfred Flores
   This school year has been hectic 
for a lot of students, especially us se-
niors. Many of us are finding it pret-
ty interesting, yet scary. It’s scary 
knowing that in just a few months, 
most seniors will be attending col-
lege! Since elementary, we were 
told that college is essential to be-
come successful. Now that the time 
has actually come, a lot of us are ner-
vous. Nonetheless, all of us are go-
ing to do great things and absolute-
ly excel in this journey called life. 
   A lot of people have the miscon-
ception that you must attend col-
lege. Honestly, when it comes down 
to it, do what you want. Nothing 
is wrong with working for a little 
while, as long as you have a job 
that’ll support you. Don’t let oth-
ers, or the peer pressure of your 
friends, make you feel obligated to 
attend college straight out of high 
school. You can take a break first, 
then attend college down the line.
   For myself personally, I plan 
on attending San Antonio Col-
lege, or SAC. I want to get my 
basics there, as well as look into 
their nursing program. My ulti-
mate goal is to become a registered 
nurse! With great focus, patience 
and hard work I’ll reach my goal.

   Most people will agree that our 
school is one of the most col-
lege ready schools in San Anto-
nio. It may seem like lower class 
men get more attention, but the 
seniors are not excluded from 
the college ready experience.
   Mr. Mason, Mrs. Altakali, Mrs. 
Lucio, and Ms. Rodriguez’s took 
their classes to listen to the library 
in order to listen to alumni students 
share their college experiences. 
Alumni students from several class-
es were present and shared insight. 
Although it was meant for seniors, 
juniors were fortunate enough 
to also be there with the seniors. 
   During an interview, Ms. Rodri-
guez explained that the visit was 
meant to prepare seniors for college 
and help them know what to expect. 
The alumni students talked about the 
cost, transportation, and dormito-
ries. They also recommended when 
to attend the classes and advised 
students to study instead of party. 

Alumni Students 
Visit 

Reported by Savannah 
Echeverria

Alumni students visit in the library.

 Paper edited by Lizette Nava.


